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Appendix B

Data on Laws and Policies

Background: The Need for Transparent,
Comparative Data

Historically, the availability and accessibility of
information on policies and laws relevant to women’s and
girls’ rights around the world has been limited. Global
bodies have pulled together a tremendous amount of
invaluable information on outcomes that matter for
women and girls, but to begin to analyze what action
steps countries have taken to improve these outcomes
requires similarly comparable data on laws and policies.
Some UN bodies have compiled and published the full
text of laws and policies in particular areas. These efforts
provide a wealth of important information, but to
understand how an individual country is performing
relative to its peers requires reading through tens of
thousands of pages of legislation in many different
languages.

To fill this information gap, the WORLD Policy Analysis
Center (WORLD) transforms massive quantities of legal
and policy data into accessible, user-friendly resources.
This appendix outlines WORLD’s methods for the No
Ceilings initiative. For more detailed information on
WORLD methods or to download the data, please visit
www.worldpolicyforum.org.

The WORLD Policy Analysis Center team consists of
individuals from around the world, including Latin
America, Europe, Asia, and North America. The regional
knowledge and linguistic skills of this global,
multilingual team minimize errors in interpretation and
the need for translation. In analyzing laws and policies,
the WORLD team brings advanced training and expertise
in law, political science, economics, international
development, and public health. For the No Ceilings
initiative, WORLD partnered with the Maternal and Child
Health Equity (MACHEquity) research program, a global
team based at McGill University.

Overview and Criteria

The focus of WORLD’s research was on examining
progress in constitutional guarantees of equal rights for
women and girls since 1995 and assessing the current
level of protections and gaps for women and girls in laws
and policies related to education, work and family, and

BILL& MELINDA

GATES foundation

Research and analysis by the EIU and the WORLD Policy Analysis Center

child marriage in 197 countries and signatories to the

Beijing Platform for Action. Current data on these areas

are available as of 2013 or 2014. To assess change in

legal protections over time, MACHEquity constructed
historical data on laws and policies in the following
areas: Child marriage, minimum wage, breastfeeding
breaks, and maternal leave.

WORLD data focuses on national-level rights, laws,
and policies. Future efforts should look at subnational
variation in legal protections, which is particularly
important for federal countries.

Legal indicators for the No Ceilings initiative were
selected based on the following criteria:

1. Research evidence supported their importance to
women’s and girls’ opportunities in a variety of
geographic, social, and economic circumstances

2. Relevance of these policies to the Beijing Platform

3. The availability of globally comparable legislation or
secondary sources

Data Sources

WORLD databases are primarily coded from original
national labor, social security, and family law;
educational policies; and national constitutions.
Preference is given to these primary sources to minimize
data errors and inconsistencies in interpretation. When
necessary, additional information was drawn from
reliable and globally comparable secondary sources.
Priority was given to country reports submitted to UN
organizations. Documents were reviewed in their original
language or in a translation into one of the UN’s official
languages. A list of the main data sources used to
construct data for the No Ceilings initiative is given at
the end of this appendix.

Data Coding

Coding is the process by which an individual researcher
takes a piece of information on legislation, policy, or
constitutions and translates it into a set of features that
can be mapped, quantitatively analyzed, and readily
understood and shared. WORLD developed coding
frameworks that allowed for the comparison of laws and
policies across all the world’s countries, even when there
was a great deal of variation in the approach taken by
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individual nations. The analytic approaches for each
policy area began with the essential features, based on
intrinsic characteristics of the policy, research evidence
on important features, and applicable global agreements.
To capture this information as reliably as possible, coding
was carried out as often as possible by WORLD
researchers fluent in the language of the original
documents or in the language into which it had been
translated by a UN source.

Policies, laws, constitutions, reports, and secondary
sources were coded independently twice, and the results
of each coding were compared to minimize human error.

Accuracy, Analysis, and Updating

Nations that were outliers on particular policies were
verified using external sources whenever possible. While
numerous efforts were made to minimize errors and
provide information that is as accurate as possible, errors
can occur. The UN and other sources used may not
always have the most up-to-date legislation where
primary data were used.

Even with the double coding, the research team can
make errors. WORLD welcomes feedback from readers if
they believe that any individual countries have been
placed in the wrong category and will update country
reports in the databases when new primary sources of
legislation or policy are received.

Sources for No Ceilings

Major sources used to collect full-text constitutions,
legislation, policy, and country reports for No Ceilings
include:

« International Labour Organization’s NATLEX database
+ HeinOnline’s World Constitutions Illustrated

+ Constitutions of the Countries of the World
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Constitutions Finder

Lexadin World Law Guide

Foreign Law Guide

Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute

Asian Legal Information Institute

JaFBase

World Legal Information Institute

The Social Security Programs Throughout the World
database (SSPTW)

Hard copies of relevant legislation at ILO’s
headquarters in Geneva, McGill University’s law
library, and Harvard’s law library

Official country websites

ILO’s Maternity Protection and Working Time
databases

World Bank’s Women, Business and the Law

UNESCO International Bureau of Education (IBE)
reports: The fifth (2003), sixth (2006/2007), and
seventh (2010/2011) editions, including all reports
available as of June 2014

48th International Conference on Education reports
Planipolis

Millennium Development Goals Reports (2003-2010)
and Education for All Mid-Decade Assessment Reports
(available through Planipolis)

Eurydice — Network on education systems and policies
in Europe

International Review of Leave Policies and Related
Research, edited by Peter Moss of the Institute of
Education, University of London

Information on maternal leave and breastfeeding
breaks was clarified by or corroborated with
information from ILO’s Maternity & Paternity at Work
Report 2014
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Appendix C
Country Coverage

EIU and WORLD looked for data on 197 countries and
signatories to the Beijing Platform for Action. We started
with the 189 countries that attended the Fourth World
Conference on Women, which also included three
non-member states of the UN: Cook Islands, Niue, and
the Holy See. We then added any current member states
of the UN that were not on that list: Grenada,
Montenegro, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Somalia, South Sudan,
and Timor-Leste. Finally, we also looked for data on
Kosovo, which is recognized by the United States.

The countries in the database were categorized into
seven regions and four income groups, using World Bank
definitions. The seven regions are:

+ East Asia and Pacific

+ Europe and Central Asia

« Latin America and Caribbean
+ Middle East and North Africa
« North America

+ South Asia

+ Sub-Saharan Africa
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Countries are included in an income group according to

how they were assigned by the World Bank. The 2013 and

2014 World Bank income groups are as follows:

+ Low-income: $1,035 or less GNI per capita

+ Lower-middle income: $1,036 — $4,085 GNI per capita

+ Upper-middle income: $4,086 — $12,615 GNI per
capita

+ High-income: $12,616 or more GNI per capita

Four countries in the database do not have a World Bank
region or income group designation. They are Cook
Islands, Nauru, Niue, and Holy See. They were
categorized by EIU and WORLD using the World Bank’s
GNI per capita criterion for each group.
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Appendix D
Gender Data Gaps

This table—produced by Data?2X, a project based at the United Nations Foundation—highlights gaps in gender data.
Data2X was launched in 2012 by Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton to identify gender data gaps and to build
partnerships to improve data collection and use in order to guide policy choices and investments. As a first step, Data2X
identified 28 gaps in five areas: Health, education, economic opportunity, political participation, and human security.

Table 1. Gender Data Gaps Highlighted in the Report

Type of gap (for developing countries)

Lacking granularity
(sizeable and
detailed datasets

Lacking coverage Lacking allowing for
across countries international Lacking complexity disaggregation by
and/or regular standards to allow (information across demographic and
country production  for comparability domains) other characteristics)
Health
Maternal morbidity/mortality [} [
Women’s excess disease burdens [ J
Violence against women [ ] (]
Mental health [ J [ ] [ ]
Adolescent health [ J [ ] [ ]
Utilization of health services by women [} [ ]
Education
Learning outcomes [ ] [ J
Excluded girls [ ] [ J
Transition rates [ J
Economic Opportunities
Unpaid work [ ]
Informal employment [ ]
Earnings and opportunity cost of paid work [} [ J
Conditions of migrant workers [} [ J
Employment mobility [} [} (] [
Entrepreneurship [ ] ( J [
Asset ownership [ ] ([ J [
Productivity in agriculture [ J (] [ ] ([ ]
Access to financial services [
Access to child care [ ] [ J ® [
Access to ICT (mobile phones & internet) [} ( J o [
Political Participation
Representation in local governance, political organizations
& the professions C .
National identity documentation [} [
Voter registration and turnout [ J [ ]
Human Security
Conflict-related mortality and morbidity [ ) [ ]
Forcibly displaced and migrant profiles [ ) [
Impact of conflict on gender variables; women'’s adaptive
responses to conflict C ~ C
Conflict-related sexual and gender-based violence [} () [
Women'’s participation in peace and security processes [ ] ([ J [ J [ J
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